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Mission Statement

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center
our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our
love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and Traditions
from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving and giving sup-
port, hope, faith and charity.
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Nuestra Misión
  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a
centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para crecer
mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la Palabra de
Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las enseñanzas del
Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad.
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Rev. Efrén F. García Flores, Pastor
St. Francis of Assisi Parish

PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue
Burney, CA  96013

Tel. (530) 335-2372  Fax. (530) 335-2306
Website: www.stfrancisburney.org
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org

Mission Churches
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen
  43434 Hwy. 299E Hwy. 299E

  Fall River Mills Bieber

Mass Schedule
Weekends

Saturday 5:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley
Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis

11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley
(Spanish)

1:00 pm St. Stephen

Weekdays
Mon-Wed & Fri 9:00 am St. Francis

(No Mass on Thursday)

Adoration and Benediction
1st Friday 9:30 am St. Francis
1st Saturday 4:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
2nd Saturday of the month at St. Francis

from 12 Noon to 1 pm.
3rd Saturday of the month at Our Lady of the Valley,

4 PM to 5 PM.
4th Sunday of the month at St. Stephen,

2 PM to 3 PM.

Community Food Pantry
Serving the Fall River Mills Valley, food may be obtained

by calling Reggie (336-5127),
Peggy (336-5304), or Elinore (336-5750).

St. Vincent de Paul Food Bank
Food is distributed on the last Friday of the month at St.

Francis, Burney, 1-2 pm or call the parish for food
anytime you are in need.

New Parishioners
Please register by completing the form at the church

entrance.  The registration form is also available on our
website.

Need Prayers?
Our parish has established a prayer chain for those

times when you need urgent prayers.  Please call Virginia
Schneider (335-2935) to request prayers.

Bulletin Editor
Bob Gartner

336-7162  |  bobgartner@gmail.com

MINISTERS
July 24-25 July 31-Aug 1

St. Francis
Lectors: John McCullar Barney Ward

Marylou Sears Lorraine Libal
Eucharistic
Ministers: Sandy McCullar Carolyn Garfield

John McCullar Sandy von Tersch
Altar Servers: Guadelupe Garcia Alex Medera

Ricardo Garcia Eddie Medera
Eddie Moran Michael Taylor

Our Lady of the Valley
Lectors: Alice Vervilos Terese Hayes

Eucharistic: Peggy Hansen Peggy Hansen
Ministers: Bob Chase Bob Chase

St. Stephen
Lectors: Marian Parks Marian Parks

Joe Paul Fran Hofmann
Eucharistic
Ministers: Fran Hofmann Liz Paul

Liz Paul Tammy Mitchell

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
Sat 07/24 5:00 pm Our Lady of Laura Ribeiro†

the Valley
Sun 07/25 9:00 am St. Francis Missa Pro Populo
Mon 07/26 9:00 am St. Francis All Souls†

PARISH CALENDAR
Sat 07/24 6:00 pm Potluck Dinner, Our Lady of the

Valley
Sun 07/25 10:00 am Hospitality, St. Francis

2:00 pm Hospitality, St. Stephen’s
Tue 07/27 5:00 pm Blood Drive, Adin Community

Hall
Wed 07/28 5:30 am LOTW Meeting, St. Francis
Sun 08/01 11:45 am First Sunday Adoration &

Benediction, St. Stephen
Tue 08/03 9:30 am St. Vincent de Paul Meeting,

St. Francis
Wed 08/04 5:30 pm LOTW Meeting, St. Francis
Fri 08/06 9:30 am First Friday Holy Hour, St.

Francis
Sat 08/07 All Masses Catholic Communication Sec-

ond Collection
4:00 pm First Saturday Adoration &

Benediction, Our Lady of the
Valley

Sun 08/08 All Masses Catholic Communication Sec-
ond Collection

Tue 08/10 7:00 pm St. Francis Women’s Guild
Meeting

Wed 8/11 10:15 am Mass for the Sick, Mayers Hos-
pital, Fall River Mills

Sat 08/14 12:00 Noon Confession, St. Francis
3:45 pm LOTW Meeting, Our Lady of the

Valley
Sat 08/28 5:00 pm Summer BBQ, St. Stephen’s
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REFLECTION
Try God

Gen. 18:20-1, 23-32; Col. 2:6-14; Lk.
11:1-13

Bottom line: You have tried everything
else. This Sunday Jesus invites you to
try God. Ask, seek, knock.
Jesus places a challenge before us. You

could sum up the challenge in two
words, "try God." Jesus says, "Ask and
you will receive; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to
you." Ask, seek, knock. Try God.
Jesus makes a remarkable promise if

we try God. He says, "Everyone who asks, receives; and the one
who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be
opened." He promises that God will always answer our prayers.
What does this mean?
Let me give an example to clarify. It is a person example. This

week my sink garbage disposal went out. As I watched the water
back up with small bits of green floating in it, I said, "Please Lord.
I don't need this." I made a quick prayer for God to solve the
problem for me. Well, he gave an immediate answer. He said, "call
Steve Schilling."
God answers every prayer, but he doesn't directly resolve every

problem. He has created the world so that we will rely on one an-
other, as well as directly on him. The sink garbage disposal has a
relatively simple solution - not to me, but to someone like Steve.
Other problems involve great complexities - and ultimately we

need God's help to solve them. For example, our human relation-
ships. I often find myself asking God to help me with some rela-
tionship. We are great mystery to each other.
And who of us can understand the mystery of his own heart? As

the Second Vatican Council taught: "every man remains to himself
an unsolved puzzle." Besides praying other people and for my re-
lationship to them, I find myself asking God the way to interior
peace. Show me your will, Lord - and give me the strength to do
it.
Jesus tells to ask, seek and knock. Try God. You have tried ev-

erything else. Try God.
This Sunday I invite you to ask God's help with another group of

relationships: those who have died, our faithful departed loved
ones, especially our immediate ancestors. If you ask a doctor what
matters most for good health, he will mention exercise and diet,
but I have also heard doctors say, "If you want good health,
choose your parents carefully." Something similar holds in the spir-
itual life. For better or worse, much of our spiritual health depends
on our parents, grandparents and great-grandparents, that is, our
immediate ancestors. If one's parents and grandparents are alive,
a good son or daughter should pray for them. But we can also
pray for those who have died. We belong to the Communion of
Saints.
Jesus says ask, seek, knock. Prayers can help loved ones - and in

the process, do great good for oneself and other members of the
family. This Sunday we dedicate the Shrine to Our Lady. I mention
two deceased loved ones on the memorial plaque: my brother-in-
law, Alex, and Leo Moore's deceased wife, Thelma Ann. Beyond
them, I will be placing a scroll in a sealed container at the base of
the shrine. During the past weeks, you have filled out envelopes
with names of your dear ones. Besides placing them at the feet of
our Blessed Mother, our parish youth will take them to Rome and
Madrid next August for World Youth Day 2011.
Ask, seek, knock. Try God. He will answer every prayer. We have

that promise from Jesus. Try God. He alone has the solution to our
troubled human relationships - and to our troubled hearts. He can
bring healing across generations - even for those who have gone
before us. You have tried everything else. This Sunday Jesus in-
vites you to try God. Ask, seek, knock.

Homily from Father Phil Bloom

Probar a Dios
Gen. 18:20-1, 23-32; Col. 2:6-14; Lk. 11:1-13

Tema básico: Usted ha probado todo. Este domingo Jesus le in-

vita probar a Dios. Pide, busca, toca.
Jesus pone un reto ante nosotros. Se puede resumir en tres

palabras: Probar a Dios. Jesus dice, "Pidan y se les dara,
busquen y encontraran, toquen y se les abrira." Pide, busca,
toca. Probar a Dios.
Jesus hace una promesa impresionante si probamos a Dios.

Dice, "Quien pide, recibe; qui busca, encuentra y al que toca, se
les abre." Promete que Dios siempre contestara nuestras ora-
ciones. Que significa esto?
Aqui un ejemplo para aclarar. Es un ejemplo personal. Esta se-

mana el triturador de basura murio. Mire mientras el agua subio
con cosas verdes flotando en ella. Dije, "Por favor, Diosito mio,
no necesito esto." Hize una oracion rapida para Dios resolviera el
problema. Pues, me dio una respuesta inmediata, "Llama a Steve
Schilling."
Dios contesta toda oracion, pero resuelve directamente todo

problema. Ha creado el mundo para que nos dependamos uno al
otro, y directament a el. El tritador tiene una solucion relativa-
mente sencilla - no para mi, sino para alguien como Steve.
Otros problemas tiene complejidades enormes - y al final de las

cuentas necesitamos la ayuda de Dios para resolverlos. Por
ejemplo, nuestras relaciones humanas: A menudo le pido a Dios
ayudarme con alguna relacion. Somos un misterio uno al otro. Y
cada uno es un misterio a si mismo. Como dice el Concilio Vati-
cano Todo hombre resulta para sí mismo un problema no re-
suelto. Ademas de rezar por otros y mi relacion con ellos, pido a
Dios por paz interior. Muestrame tu voluntad, Senor, y dame la
fuerza para hacerlo.
Jesus nos dice pedir, buscar y tocar. Prueba a Dios. Has

probado todas las otras cosas. Prueba a Dios.
Este domingo les invito pedir a Dios con otras relaciones: los

que han muerto, nuestros seres queridos. Si uno pregunta a un
doctor que importa mas para la salud, mencionara cosas como
dieta y ejercicio, pero tambien he escuchado a medicos decir, "Si
quieres buena salud, escoge bien a tus papas." Algo semejante
pertenece a la vida espiritual. Para bien o mal, mucho de nuestra
salud espiritual depende de nuestros papas, abuelitos y bisabue-
los. Si los papas y abuelos viven, un buen hijo rezara por ellos.
Pero tambien podemos rezar por los que han fallecido.
Pertenecemos a la Comunio de Santos.
Jesus dice, pide, busca, toca. Oraciones pueden ayudar a nue-

stros seres queridos - y a la vez, hacer gran bien a si mismo y
otros miembros de la familia. Este domingo dedicamos el Santu-
ario a Nuestra Senor. Menciono a dos personas queridas en la
placa: mi cunado, Alex, y la senora fallecida de Leo Moore,
Thelma Ann. Mas alla de ellos, estoy poniendo al pie de la Virgen
un rollo en un contenidor sellado. Durante las ultimas semanas,
ustedes han llenado sobres con nombres de sus seres queridos.
Ademas de ponerlos al pie de la Santa Madre, nuestros jovenes
los llevara con elos a Roma y Madrid el proximo agosto para la
Jornada Mundial Juvenil.
Pide, busca, toca. Prueba a Dios. El contestara a toda oracion.

Tenemos esa promesa de Jesus. Prueba a Dios. Solo el tiene la
solucion a nuestras relaciones humanas - y para nuestros cora-
zones inquietos. El puede dar sanacion aun tras generacions -
aun para los que nos han precedido. Usted ha probado todo.
Este domingo Jesus le invita probar a Dios. Pide, busca, toca.

Homilia de Padre Phil Bloom

THANK YOU
Dear Fr. Efren and Parishioners of St. Francis,

Thank you for your prayers, calls and visits during my recent
hospital stay and recovery.  I appreciate all your help.

God Bless You,
Marylou Sears

BLOOD DRIVE - ADIN
A blood drive will be held at the Adin Community Center this

Tuesday, July 27th, between 5-8 PM.

5TH ANNUAL FAMILY CAMPING TRIP
Save the date for the 5th Annual Family Camping Trip sched-

uled for August 6-8, 2010 at Lake Siskiyou Campground. It’s a
super fun Catholic Youth Ministry camping trip for families with
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junior high/high school youth and young adults! A variety of
events will be provided throughout the day by our Young Adult
Team as well as evening campfire songs & skits. We will celebrate
Mass on Saturday and Reconciliation will be available before.
Teens may attend without family; they will be assigned to a chap-
erone. Reservation = $15/household (Additional: $6/person at
gate; $10/car) Teens/Young Adults attending alone: $40 (includes
reservation, gate fees, and meals) LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE.
Call or email to reserve your space!! Mary D’Acquisto, 524-2970 or
mary@fueldministries.org. RSVPing on Facebook does NOT guar-
antee your space but I will contact you to see if you are really on
board! :-)

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN IS HOW THE
“GOOD NEWS” GETS AROUND

Special Collection – August 7-8
If Jesus Christ were on earth today, how would he spread his

message of salvation? Would he use television, radio, newspapers,
text messages, billboards, DVDs, or even the Internet? Pope Bene-
dict XVI, in his 43rd message for World Communication Day, said
that "these technologies" are truly a gift to humanity and we must
endeavour to ensure that the benefits they offer are put at the
service of all human individuals and communities.”
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops established the

Catholic Communication Campaign (CCC) collection in 1979 to re-
spond to the national and local communications needs of the
Church. The collection is unique in that proceeds are split equally
between each participating diocese and the national office. Dioce-
ses use their share of the CCC collection to support local communi-
cations efforts such as televised Masses and diocesan newspapers.
On the national level, CCC funds support the development and
production of a wide range of media initiatives that are carried out
by USCCB staff and grantee organizations. A portion of the CCC’s
national funds are also set aside for grants to aid Catholic commu-
nication efforts in developing nations.
From podcasts of the Daily Readings from the New American

Bible, to television specials seen on national networks and public
service messages seen by millions of Americans, the Catholic Com-
munication Campaign is how the Good News gets around!

SEE AND HEAR RADIO HOST TERESA TOMEO LIVE!
The Sacramento Catholic Forum (On the Web:

www.SacCatholicForum.org) is sponsoring a luncheon event featur-
ing Teresa Tomeo at the Sacramento Radisson Hotel (500 Leisure
Ln.) on Friday, August 13, 2010 at 12:00 p.m. $25 pre-paid online
and $30 at the door. Check-in begins at 11:30 a.m. Teresa will
address how our media-saturated culture dominates our lives and
dismantles our families. Learn Teresa's action plan overcome the
NOISE and engage the culture to make a difference. Teresa Tomeo
is a veteran broadcast-journalist with more than 20 years of expe-
rience as a radio and TV news reporter & anchor woman.. She
hosts “Catholic Connection” M-F at 8 a.m. on 1620 AM in the
Sacramento area.

A CATHOLIC VIEW
"The Vatican's insistence on male prerogative is

misogynistic poppycock"
Let no one deceive himself. If any one among you thinks that he

is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become
wise. For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. (1 Cor. 3:18-
19)
What's the old saying? "Don't argue with a fool; onlookers won't

know the difference." True enough, but I think I'm on safe ground
in taking a look at Maureen Dowd's latest column of crazed
Catholic-bashing claptrap as it doesn't make any attempt at argu-
ment. It is titled, "Rome Fiddles, We Burn"; it should have been
titled, "Rome Delivers, We Bluster." Or how about, "Rome
Breathes, We Rage"?
I know the prevailing wisdom among many good Catholics has

been to lament, even strongly criticize, the way the norms for pun-
ishing various offenses involving grave sexual sin/actions were re-
leased. The Vatican handled it badly, many have argued, and
missed a great PR opportunity. I disagree essentially with that per-
spective, and having thought about quite a bit the past 24 hours, I

am, if anything, more convinced than ever that it wasn't handled
badly, and that any and all attempts to somehow do it better
would have resulted in the same sort of reaction: generally neg-
ative, often openly hostile, and mostly clueless. And while some
might think Dowd is an extreme example of those in and of the
world of big media, I think she is a perfect example. More on
that in a moment.
An acquaintance who I respect very much left the following

comment over at the OSV blog; the "they" in her remark refers
to Vatican officials:
It makes you wonder what they were thinking. It's like handing

your enemy a gun and then saying, "Oh here, let me give you a
couple of bullets, too."
I then wrote, in disagreement:
No, it's more like the enemy already has the gun, is going to

shoot you, and when you go to defend yourself, he runs to the
police and claims you've attacked him. This is typical of the MSM
and of those obsessed with "ordaining women" in the Catholic
Church. They will do anything to ignore the good done by Bene-
dict XVI re: sexual scandals. I think many Catholics are reacting
wrongly to this and are letting the MSM set the agenda, rather
than going about the Church's business as it needs to be done.
Fr. John Boyle, a canon lawyer, made a similar (but more

serene) comment on the same post:
The Church has issued new canonical norms. In the interests of

openness, it has published these norms. In the interests of co-
herence and to make the job of us Canon Lawyers easier, it has
put all grave delicts in one document. For the media, Fr Lom-
bardi issued a statement, the vast majority of paragraphs of
which refer to sexual abuse and the public concern about this.
Trust the media to miss the story! and follow its own agenda.
Exactly right. This isn't paranoia or media bashing or fortress

mentality. This is observable fact. Which is not to say that
Catholics should not do their best to present matters clearly, to
engage with the media with calm charity, to work as best they
can with the often frustrating and maddening beast called The
Mainstream Media (perhaps a dying beast, but still a beast).
They should do so as best they can. But why the belief that if
only we present it just right, with the perfect combination of
color, wit, humility, and winning ways, journalists will finally un-
derstand and will finally see that, yes, the Catholic Church is ac-
tually addressing matters, and, no, the current pope isn't an out-
of-touch, ultra-right-wing reactionary? Why? Who are we trying
to impress? And, far more importantly, what are we trying to
accomplish?
"An attack on the Pope," a very wise man observed, "would get

the first page in the New York Times any Monday morning." So
wrote Archbishop Fulton Sheen back in 1974. Now, granting that
Dowd is not a journalist, I think her rants are often instructive as
to how most journalists at mainstream, large newspapers view
the Catholic Church. And when Dowd draws heavily, as she does
in this column, on the dreadful July 1, 2010, "news" piece,
"Church Office Failed to Act on Abuse Scandal," the synchronicity
is as obvious as her hatred for the Church. (See here and here
and here for responses to that July 1st article.) Dowd begins:
If the Vatican is trying to restore the impression that its moral

sense is intact, issuing a document that equates pedophilia with
the ordination of women doesn't really do that.
This might appear to be Exhibit A as to why, as many have ar-

gued, the canonical punishments relating to sexual abuse should
have been dealt with completely separately from other issues,

ST. STEPHEN'S FIRST ANNUAL SUMMER BBQ
CHURCH FUND RAISER

Tri-tip Dinner with all the fixin's
Date:    Saturday, August 28, 2010
Time:    5 to 7 p.m.
Place:   Church Grounds, Bieber CA
Cost:    Adults  $10, Children 10 & Under $5

There will be a 50-50 raffle
(Winner takes half of the pot)
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especially women's ordination. But are we really to believe that if
the norms were released separately, the same "connection" would
not be made? I think it would have still been a so-called "PR disas-
ter," precisely because the two issues of sexual abuse by priests
and women's ordination are tightly linked together in the minds of
those who are intent on using the former to somehow bring about
the latter. In other words, there are people from across the reli-
gious and political spectrum who really do wish to see sexual
abuse by priests/bishops addressed in a thorough, logical, and se-
rious way. And then there are those who see it as proof that
women need to be ordained and as a mandate for the radical
rewriting of Church teaching about ordination and the priesthood
(and, logically, the entire Church). Dowd is clearly in the second
group:
If Roman Polanski were a priest, he'd still be working here.
Stupefyingly, the new Vatican document also links raping children

with ordaining women as priests, deeming both "graviora delicta,"
or grave offenses. Clerics who attempt to ordain women can now
be defrocked.
Actually, if Hollywood were the Catholic Church, Polanski would

not only still be a priest, he would be supported and defended and
probably given all sorts of awards by sycophantic sickos such as
Woody Allen. As for the "links," this is like equating rape, evading
taxes, and having a meth lab because all can result in long jail
sentences; reasonable people know that all three are serious
crimes, but no one thinks evading taxes is as horrible as rape. But,
of course, Dowd is so clueless (or, more likely, dismissive) about
the serious ramifications of a bishop attempting to "ordain"
women, she states:
Letting women be priests - which should be seen as a way to help

cleanse the church and move it beyond its infantilized and defen-
sive state - is now on the list of awful sins right next to pedophilia,
heresy, apostasy and schism.
If and when a Catholic says that women can and should be or-

dained priests, they are uttering heresy: "Heresy is the obstinate
denial or obstinate doubt after the reception of baptism of some
truth which is to be believed by divine and Catholic faith (Code of
Canon Law, can. 751; see Catechism of the Catholic Church, par.
2089). There is no "right next to" in this case; it is the heresy in
question. Heresy is very serious business, especially since it places
souls in danger of eternal damnation. Sure, I know, I know, re-
sponsible journalists and angry columnists can't get caught up in
the mumbo-jumbo of theology and Church doctrine (not the least
because most of them seem incapable of comprehending any of
it). But Catholics should care very deeply about heresy, especially
when it relates to one of the seven sacraments established by Je-
sus Christ. As I wrote a couple of days ago:
A key problem here, in a nutshell, is that while everyone with a

working conscience knows how horrible and vile are the sexual
molestation and abuse of children, not everyone takes nearly as
seriously the grave spiritual harm caused by the attempted ordina-
tion of women. This is especially true when the "ordination" is done
by an actual bishop; it is a betrayal of the most serious sort, a vio-
lation of his holy orders and, ultimately, of the sacred calling
granted to him by God. It is, put frankly, spiritual abuse.
Which is not to make light of physical or sexual abuse; the prob-

lem isn't that people take sexual abuse too seriously-it's that they
don't take spiritual harm and abuse seriously at all. Especially
since it requires believing that the attempted ordination of women
is not a matter of ritual or "rights," but of fidelity, communion, and
sacrifice. To throw away that fidelity, to break that communion, to
spit on that sacrifice is to deeply wound the Body of Christ, the
Church; it is a scandal that causes spiritual division-these are
"ruptures that wound the unity of Christ's Body" (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, par. 817); if not addressed correctly such actions
can, in fact, lead to damnation. And those who scoff at such a no-
tion show themselves the careless, irresponsible fools they are.
Dowd, if she is anything, is a scoffer: Archbishop Donald Wuerl of

Washington, the chairman of the Committee on Doctrine of the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, asserted, "The
Catholic Church, through its long and constant teaching, holds that
ordination has been, from the beginning, reserved to men, a fact

which cannot be changed despite changing times."
But if it was reserved to celibate men centuries ago simply as a

way for the church to keep land, why can't it be changed? If a
society makes strides in not subordinating women, why can't the
church reflect that? If men prove that all-male hierarchies can
get shamefully warped, why can't they embrace the normality of
equality? The Vatican's insistence on male prerogative is misogy-
nistic poppycock - enhancing American Catholics' disenchantment
with Rome.
There is surely much poppycock in the room, but its coming

from Dowd, whose ability to misrepresent history, theology, doc-
trine, present-day situations, and basic facts is, admittedly, per-
verse and astounding. She mistakenly or misleadingly confuses
the ordination of men (a matter of doctrine) with celibacy (a dis-
cipline); she takes it for granted that "society" (by which she
means herself and her like-minded friends) should set the
agenda for the Church; she says that the sexual scandals were
the logical consequence of an "all-male hierarchy" (which doesn't
help explain why nearly 10% of students are targets of educator
sexual misconduct in public schools, which have many more fe-
male than male teachers); she brandishes silly and vapid sound
bites about "the normality of equality" ("normality" defined by
whom, and by what standard? and for what end?); she suggests
that American Catholics are increasingly "disenchanted" with
Rome, which is a perfect example of wishful projection built on
legless substantiation.
 (A friend recently told me of hearing a guest on NPR say that

"tens of thousands of Catholics are leaving the Church" because
of the sexual scandals. No proof was given; no numbers pre-
sented. No need to: it must be true because that's what Mr. X or
Ms. Y want to be true!)
I appreciate the desire and, to a certain degree, the need to

continually engage with the media and try to clear away obsta-
cles, explain Church beliefs, and so forth. But, again, I have to
wonder: what really is the priority? Is handling public relations
adroitly and jumping through hoops for journalists as important
as defending the sacraments? Catholics should certainly be will-
ing to address questions and seek to "clean house" in a sober
and humble manner. But the temptation, it seems to me, to
please certain groups and to prove ourselves to the MSM can get
in the way of seeking to please God, to follow Christ, to give as-
sent to Church teaching, to pursue lives of holiness and charity,
to defend doctrine, to stand up for the sacraments and the
priesthood, to put truth before "PR." It can also blind to us to the
battle lines, the way the war is being waged, and the fact that
some people do really hate the Catholic Church and cannot be
persuaded to do otherwise by our most sincere and well-
produced efforts. Isn't this, in fact, what Jesus spoke of shortly
before he offered himself up on the Cross for the salvation of
men?
If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it

hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its
own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out
of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word
that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If
they persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they kept my
word, they will keep yours also. But all this they will do to you on
my account, because they do not know him who sent me. (Jn.
15:18-21)

Stewardship Report
3 Weeks of the Fiscal Year Through July 18th

Over(Under)
Collections Last Yr. Last Yr. Percent

St. Francis 3,184 3,249 (65) (2.0)
OLV Sat. 1,057 1,000 57 5.7
OLV Sun. 621 518 103 19.9
St. Stephen’s               1,187                           720                        467                    64.9          

Total 6,049 5,487 562 10.2
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Accommodations for 16 guests. Full bar is
open until 10 p.m. for guest’s convenience. Con-
tinental Breakfast and dinners served daily with
river lunches available for day river trips. Horse-
shoe pit, comfortable patio area, Satellite TV
and bar. Free airport service to and from Fall
River Mills. Quality Guide Services. Sunday BBQ
4 pm - 8pm.

www.spinnerfalllodge.com
Phone: (530) 336-5300
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BLACKBERRY PATCH

RESTAURANT

37453 Hwy. 299E

BURNEY, CA  96013

(530) 335 - 2888

DIRECTV Chico-Redding - Chico - Satellite: Local
Eternal Word Television Network Channel 370
DISH Chico-Redding - Chico - Satellite: Local
Eternal Word Television Network Channel 261
Sky Angel - USA - Satellite: United States
Eternal Word Television Network Channel 143 EWTN
Espanol Channel 144
Windjammer Communications Cable - Burney -
Eternal Word Television Network Channel 121
Catholic Radio Channel 1620 AM, Channel 89.3 FM
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